Forty Plus Fabulous Fundraising Ideas

(100% Proven Successful)
1. Holiday baskets - Create a basket of goodies with a holiday focus and sell raffle tickets for it. Or create smaller baskets and send out invitations to purchase one or send it to others as a gift.

2. Holiday Gift Wrapping – Wrap gifts at a local mall during holidays. Approach mall management for permission. Charge for wrapping.

3. Silent Auction – Host a silent auction for the school or during special times like Parents Weekend, Homecoming, etc. Get donated items to auction or have members make homemade items.

4. Garage Sale – Have chapter members bring in thing that they would like to see. Or invite campus groups, residence halls or community members to have a table at a larger Rummage Sale and charge a table fee.

5. Retail Help – Have members of the chapter provide extra help at a retail store and ask for a total amount per person. Or call around to charitable agencies and see if they would pay a set fee for chapter members to help stuff mailings, organize store rooms, collate paperwork, etc.

6. Sponsor-a-Student – Solicit parents or friends to send a student a meal box, goodie box, or birthday/special occasion box.

7. Plant Sale – Work with a local garden store to sell the chapter flower bulbs, poinsettias, house plants at a discounted price. Sell coupons for the item and let the buyers pick up the item at the store by turning in the coupon.

8. Greek Merchandise – find a retailer that sells Greek merchandise and sponsor them to come to campus for all the chapters. You get a percentage of any sales.

9. AMC Movie – AMC movie theaters often give group discounts for late movie showings or matinees. Your group buys all the tickets to a particular showing and then sells them at a higher price.

10. Sponsored Nights at Retailers – Many fast-food restaurants will let a group sponsor a night (ie. 5-11pm) and give a percentage of any sales that they make at that time. The group promotes the store and tells people the date and time of their sponsored time. Some places that do this include: Fazoli’s, McDonalds.

11. Book Fair – Barnes & Noble will host book fairs for organizations. Invite people to come at a specified time. Any books sold will yield 25% back to the group.

12. Golf Tournament – Sponsor a golf tournament and have donated prizes for teams or holes. Registration fee covers costs and extra profit. Also, if your local golf course needs volunteers for their tournaments, many times they will pay groups a fee to help out.

13. Concession Sales – Sell refreshments at campus sports events or theater events. Or ask if local high school, amateur or professional sports arenas need people to work concession stands, they will often pay per person or give a percentage of sales. Usually these need a certain minimum number of people to work.

14. Coupon Books – Many national companies help you put together coupon books or cards to sell for local businesses.

15. IGIVE.COM – Many internet companies pay organizations to get people to review their advertisers on the internet. You receive cents for each hit each business receives. You receive a bigger sum if there is a purchase.

16. Department Store Inventory – Many department stores have volunteer organizations help them with inventory and then pay a group fee.

17. Department Store Discount Days – Some department stores offer date and time discounting. You solict your group and others to shop at this time. They receive a discount and your group receives a donation based on total sales.

18. PBS Station – Your local PBS station needs volunteers to man the phone during their fundraising times. They will make a donation to your group for your volunteer time.

19. Group Selling Party – Host a party to showcase products and keep the money that the hostess would receive. Some things to try include: Mary Kay, Tupperware, Pampered Chef.

20. Crate & Barrel Luncheon – Host a luncheon to showcase Crate & Barrel products. They will sell items and donate to your group a portion of the proceeds. They may donate door prizes as well.

21. Market Research Firm Assistance – Approach local marketing firms to help with finding participants for a fee.

22. EBay – Have sisters or their families donate items to sell on Ebay.

23. Glamour Shots – Get people to sign up for photo sessions at Glamour Shots and get a percentage of the sales. Contact 1-800-852-7668 or email info@glamourmagicfundraising.com.

24. Pink Flamingos - a number of pink flamingos would be put in a yard overnight or taped to a dorm room door (20, 50 or 100) and the recipient would have to pay that amount to have them removed. Flyers explaining the fund raiser were all pink and it causes a lot of excitement to see whose yard or door is decorated each week.

25. Night of Music – ask local bands to play for free or discounted and the group keeps the profit from the door.

26. Food Night – ask each chapter member to cook a dish that centers around a theme – cultural food, healthy gourmet, vegetarian, holiday dishes, etc.- then advertise to the campus and charge per plate of food.

27. Valentine Flowers to go -  Take orders from men (and some women) at offices, body shops, health clubs, bowling allys, etc. for 6 long stem red and white carnations and a box of candy. Package the flowers with greens and ribbon, (purchased in bulk from a local greenhouse) in a clear plastic container, and deliver them on Valentines Day. 

28. Sled-a-thon - Take pledges for each trip down the big hill at our local park and have a warm dinner or cocoa and cookies afterwords.

29. Celebrity Auction – Write to a list of hundreds of celebrities asking them for a donated items to auction off. This works better if half the proceeds go to a charitable cause and half go to the sorority.

30. Pie Toss - Pies are sold for $5 and are delivered to the recipients. The person getting pied has the option to buy the pie for $5 and save getting dirty, or they can spend $10 and send it back to the person who sent it to them in the first place.

31. Temporary Tattoos – Get temporary tattoos made of your university logo. Sell them at all the home football and basketball games.

32. Personalized Children's Books –Research a company that does this on the internet. Sell the books for $13.95 and make from $3.50 - $4.00 per book.

33. Balloon Room - Fill a room with balloons (100or more depending on the amount of people in your group) ,sell the balloons at $2.00each. The balloons are filled pieces of paper with prizes or cash.

34. Non-Event – This is good to use for parents. Hold a "non-event" -- you send out invitations that say "THE XYZ CHAPTER is holding its first annual Black Tie Non-Event. The event will not take place on June 1, 1996. Cocktails will not be served at 6 p.m. with dinner not served at 7 p.m. No program will be held at 8 p.m. Then you itemize the money they will save by not having to attend your event -- tux rental, buying a dress, babysitting, parking, cost of the dinner, having your hair done, etc. Then you ask for a donation for that amount. If you're looking for less money you can make the event more casual (no tux rental, etc) to get the suggested donation down to an amount you want to request.

35. Daycare Art Show – Go to a local daycare and ask if you can collect kid’s artwork and sell it. Advertise to the parents.

36. Chili Feed – Make several big pots of chili and charge $5-10 for a bottomless bowl. This also works with spaghetti or a pancake breakfast. Advertise to hungry fraternity men!

37. Dealership Car Wash - Someone has to wash the cars at area dealerships after it rains. Why can't it be your chapter? Contact local dealerships to see if they would be willing to pay your chapter to wash their cars. 

38. Letter from Santa – Offer a personalized letter from Santa on holiday paper. Develop an order form for personalization to be provided by purchaser. This could include the child's name, age, gender, hometown, address, good deed, accomplishment, grade in school, name and age of siblings, name of pet, etc.Make a standardized letter that can be customized with the child’s name or gift request. Pick the city you want the letter to be postmarked from and contact the postmaster there to make sure that they will open your bundle of letters and re-mail them for you. Some choices of cities could be North Pole, AK; Santa Claus, GA; Reindeer, KY; Christmas, FL, etc. Similar letters are available from a number of sources for $4.00 to $10.00.
39. Goldfish Race - Two 10-foot long rain gutters are placed side by side. Caps are glued to each end so that they will hold water. A goldfish is placed in each gutter and is held at the end by a removable gutter-shaped gate. Two children are given 1 straw each and are instructed to blow behind the fish and into the water to encourage the fish to swim to the other end of the gutter. The winner gets to keep his/her fish. Can charge $1 per entry or thereabouts. 

40. Campus Calendar – Develop a calendar of the hunkiest campus men, either via a contest or of the sorority’s choosing. Have local businesses purchase advertising space in the calendar to cover production cost, and then sell the calendar on campus. Internet photo programs like snapfish.com and kodakgallery.com offer great photo calendars.  Thanks, Beta Iota!
41. Gift Cards – sell gift cards to Target and Walmart. Hold a raffle to determine the winner.
42. Hostesses with the Mostess – Host a midnight breakfast or spaghetti dinner, charging admission.
43. Other ideas – check out campusfundraiser.com for other fundraising ideas!
