Alpha Sigma Alpha

Conversing with Potential New Members

Conversing with PNMs- 

Be genuinely interested in the PNM as a person.  Relax, forget yourself.  Avoid using the word “I”.  The more you know about the PNM the better you will know if she will be a good member.  SMILE.  Remember the PNMs name without having to look at her name tag again.  Be a good listener.  Encourage the PNM to talk about herself and pay exclusive attention to her.

Questions for PNM #1:

· Introduce yourself with a handshake; be really exited to meet them

· What is your name?

· What year are you? 

· Where are you living on campus? How do you like it?

· Where are you from? What part?

· What made you want to come to our University?

· Did you know anyone here before you came?

· What is your major? What do you want to do with that? How do you like it?

Questions for PNM #2:

· What is your name? 

· Where are you from?  What made you want to come to our University?

· What is your major? What do you want to do with that? How do you like your classes? Why did you pick your major? 

· Why did you decide to go through Recruitment as a Freshmen/Sophomore/Junior?

· Do you have any other friends going through Recruitment? Friends from your floor? 

· What did you do over Summer/Winter break? Home? Study abroad? Tell me more about that. 

· Do you have any fun plans for Spring Break? Tell me more.

Questions for PNM #3

· What is your name? 

· Where are you from? What made you want to come to our University?

· What is your major? What do you want to do with that? How do you like your classes? Why did you pick your major? 

· What made you want to join a Sorority? 

· What are you looking for in a Sorority/Sisterhood?

· What other activities are you involved in on campus? Tell me more about that. 

· Talk about the leadership positions available to PNMs or your position if you hold/have held one.

· Do you/did you play any sports? Relate that to our intramural sports teams.

PLEASE NOTE:  

It is always good to say things like: Tell me more about that.  How do you like that? What would you like to do with that?  That’s really interesting; can you tell me more about that? Open ended questions are very important.

Also, some PNMs may ask you why you love ASA and other things about being in a Sorority.  Try to be prepared with good, unique, whole-hearted answers to questions like:

· What made you chose ASA?

· Why do you think ASA is the best sorority on this campus?

· What’s your favorite thing about ASA and being a part of a Greek life here our University?

Always end a conversation with a PNM by introducing the Sister who is next, share an interesting fact about them and end your conversation with: “It was great to meet you, hope you have a wonderful day/evening, good luck with the rest of Recruitment!”

Conversing with PNMs- Night #2 

If you haven’t met them yet you can use a lot of the same questions from the first night.

· Welcome Back! So good to see you! I’ve heard so much about you already!

· Tell me about your Recruitment experience so far?
· How are you enjoying Sisterhood Night?
· ASA has a great sisterhood… and elaborate.
· Have you heard about Big/Little Week? Family system? Tell them about your family, family letters, traditions, family name etc.
· What does Sisterhood mean to you?
· What are you looking for in Sisterhood? 
· Have you heard about Greek Week? And tell them all about the week, events, etc.
· Expand upon the skit, how we are dressed up for themed mixers, maybe fun stories you have about them. 
· Talk about sisterhood events. For example, we’ve gone on fun hay rides with our Sisters, spent an rainy day in the house making each other laugh, doing skits, having movie nights at the house etc.
· Where is most interesting place you’ve traveled to? Or would like to travel to?
· Talk about our Sorority’s history- founded at Longwood College in Farmville, VA and when we were founded at our University.  Talk about our house.

PLEASE NOTE:

When moving around the room, attempt to find PNMs that you have talked to in the first night and briefly say hi and see how they are doing, it shows that you have more interest in them as a PNM if you go out of your way to see them. If you don’t have time but you see them from across the room, shoot them a wave and a smile- it makes all of the difference!

Conversing with PNMs- Night #3 

· Ask questions you’ve asked in previous rounds if you haven’t met them before, but try to get into more personal questions if you can. 

· Talk about our Philanthropy and talk about all of the other things we do.  Attend other community events and student organizations’ philanthropy events, Easter seals volley ball, rock climbing, Special Olympics, Relay for Life etc.

· Explain the activity we are doing tonight (i.e. making something for Special Olympics/S. June Smith Center)

· Tell me about your Family?

· Do you have any brothers or sisters? Tell me about them, there age?

· Do you have any pets? Maybe you have a similar pet. 

· Tell me about your hometown. Is it big, small, rural, or urban? 

· Tell me about your high school? Big or small? Private or public?

Conversing with PNMs- Night #3 

· ASA is a home away from home!

· Have PNM meet people in the Sorority who you think they would like, people who are similar to them. 

· Values and rewards of being an initiated member.

· How you went through recruitment (and how much you loved ASA).

· Why you joined ASA.

· Why you are so proud to be in ASA and why she would be proud as well.

· How excited you are to have her attending the recruitment event 

· How glad you are to be able to introduce her to your sisterhood 

· Leadership opportunities.

· The trust you have in your sisters (share special stories that mean a lot to you).

· Life has been better since you joined ASA. 

· Leave her with no doubt that Alpha Sigma Alpha is the sorority for her!

Tricky Questions PNMs might ask during Recruitment:

1. How much does it cost to become a new member? The cost of being a new member in a sorority and being a sister in a sorority are very different.  Every semester dues are usually somewhere between $ and $.  If you are worried about the cost of joining a sorority we also have payments plans available to help decrease the financial burden. We certainly don’t want money to be a deterrent to becoming Greek or becoming a member of our organization. Be confident in explaining the new member fee, initiation fee and dues. It is very important to be able to explain what a member benefits from those fees/dues. For example with the initiation fee a member a member is a member for a lifetime, receives a membership certificate, membership badge and  receives a lifetime subscription to The Phoenix of Alpha Sigma Alpha.
2. Are you “really” close to every sister in your Chapter?  Answer this question how you want. I feel close to all of them, but there are certainly some people, like people in my family and people who I live with who I spend more time and there are other sisters who I support me with my academics, etc.. Each sister plays a different role in my life.  We try very hard to achieve a strong bond between all of our sisters.  ASA has one of the strongest sisterhoods. 
3. My parents believe that all sororities do is party… how can I convince them differently? Talk about the other things we do like educational programming, sisterhood events, community service, student involvement/campus events etc.
4. I heard that (insert sorority name here) are mean? What do you think of them? Never put down another sorority or even another fraternity during recruitment. Say that we have very strong Greek unity and that all of the sororities get along and that we all have lots of friends in other fraternities and sororities. We mix with other fraternities and sororities during the semester/Greek week, hold philanthropy events with them, do community service projects with them etc.
5. What do I have to do to be initiated? Explain that there is a 8 week new member education program, Advantage, which is lead by the vp of membership education. Explain some of the modules and your favorite moments.  Hazing is against our National Policies and Procedures, we do not haze our new members, we love them!  Explain that each new member has a ruby sister before receiving a big sister. Also let them know that new members have a vote at meeting. 
6. What will your Chapter do to help me with school work? I think the sorority will hurt my grades? Explain that we have study hours for sisters and a Scholarship Chair to set up tutoring for new members who would like some a little help from a member, as well as inter-sorority tutoring for older sisters who are in the same major as some of the new girls and may be able to help with a class. We make sure that grades are a top priority and that you all are able to keep up with you school work without a problem. Talk about our four aims and that intellectual is one of our aims. Explain how the chapter incorporates the intellectual aim into chapter events. 
7. My mom/Sister/grandmother/aunt was an A∑A at another University! Does that mean I automatically get in here?  Someone could say they are a legacy of A∑A or another sorority. Just explain that we do value our legacy’s and like to make sure that ever sister gets to know them really well but that we can’t bid promise or automatically let legacy’s in and that it is a university rule that we cannot “bid promise.” Then continue with the conversation, you may ask some questions about her insert relative chapter, ask questions about it, and the university she went to etc.
8. I don’t drink! What do you do at parties/sorority social events?  We have so much fun together all of the time and you don’t need to drink to have fun with your sisters.  Utilize this time to talk about sisterhoods, campus events the chapter attends; comedians, football games, sister get together, all the fun things we as Alpha Sigma Alpha’s do to spend time together.  
9. My parents don’t want me to join? What if I just didn’t tell them?  Don’t ever suggest that a PNM should lie to their parents. You can share a personal story if applicable; my parents were a little hesitant for me to join a sorority too and now they think it’s one of the best decisions I’ve ever made!  My parents met a few of my new sisters over summer break, and loved our new friendship! Parents can be active within Alpha Sigma Alpha; homecoming, parents weekend, alumnae initiation opportunities and philanthropy events. 
10. I don’t think I have enough time? PNMs think that by joining a sorority that they won’t have time for school or their other co-curricular activities. Remind them that we look for members who are involved in school and are very well rounded people who have lots of different interests! 
11. What leadership opportunities will I have with the sorority?  If PNMs don’t ask about this, you should ask them, “Would you like to hear about all of our fabulous leadership opportunities?”  Talk about executive board positions, all of the standing chairman positions, Panhellenic Delegate, etc.  We are always looking for leaders in our chapter! Ask if they’ve held any leadership positions, what they were, and if any of the positions they’ve held can relate to positions we have in our chapter.
12. Does everyone in the chapter get along?  Honestly we do all get along, so tell them how strong our sisterhood is and how close we all are.  Never bore a PNM with your story about your disagreement with another sister, talk positive! It’s ok to smile and say that sure we argue over small things, but then again what close friends don’t. 
13. Do you have friends who are in other sororities or friends that aren’t in sororities?  Yes! I’m sure we all have friends in other sororities and outside of the sorority that you are still very close with and hang out with. A lot of my friends are friends with people in the sorority too! You get to meet everyone else’s friends who are outside of the sorority too! It’s great!  They will probably stay friends with other PNMs who join other chapters too. 
14. What is the best sorority on campus?  A∑A of COURSE!!! At that time share a personal reason why you love Alpha Sigma Alpha. 
15. Why did you choose ASA?  I think you all can think of a great answer for this!
